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To his Hts 


OLIV 


LORD 


PROTIECIOR 


Ofth: Common-wealth of England, 


Scotland and Ireland, and the Dominions 
and Territories thereunto belonging. 


| The humble Repreſentation! and 
addreſs of ſeverall Churches and Chriſtians 


' in South Wales, and Monmouth-ſhire, 


May it pleaſe your Fig hnejs, 

2. <4 E ſhould yer longer 
hes; have contented our 
Fl [elves with praying 
lad and praiſing God tor 
SNIDER you, ſecret, and ta- 

ken advantage from our diſtance as 
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to publique affairs, and from your 
Highneſles moſt Chriſttan and fa- 
vourable underſtanding of us, to 
have ſtill forborn any addreſs of this 
manner to You; but thata late prin- 
ted Paper, Intituled(4 Word forGod, 
or a teſtimony, from ſeverall ( hur- 
ches,and drivers hundreds of Chriſtians 
in Wales,ce.' comming to our view 
(the largeneſs of which title to thoſe 
that did not compare tt with the ſub- 
{criptions, nor know that Country 
might ſeem to involve under it the 
ogenerallity ofthe good people there) 
VVethereforethink ourſelves loud- 
ly called upon, to aflure your 
Highneſs, that moſt of ſuch as feare 
the Lord in that Country , are not 
led aſide with thoſe temprations, but 
continue ſtill through grace, ſuch as 
youjudged them onceto be, highly 


elteem- 


(5) 
eſteeming and honouring not onely 
your Perſon,or being before them tn 
Chriſt , bur alſo thas Government 
and Magiſtracy which God by molt 
eminent, and ſignall providences, 
hath: called You to the exerciſe of,o- 
ver theſe Nations, and cannot now 
butin the reare of ſome thouſands of 
good people, beare our teſtimony 1n 
this manner to 1t, as that wherein ar 
reſent, we. believe the cauſe, and 1n- 
| tereſt of God,ſolong contended for, 
the protection of the Saints,the [1ber- 
| ty of the Gooſpell, the intereſts of all 
| the people, are under God imbar- 
qued ; And we cannot fee if ſome 
| whoare ſocarneſtly ſet againſt this 
Government (and for no odhervidl 
bly) had their wills, how theſe mer- 


cies can be preſerved tous. And 1n- , 


deed (my Lord) it hath not a little 
A 3 attect- 
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afteed us, that while you are ſitting 


at the Sterne, and wreſiltng with dit- 
ficulties tor us,any protesfing Chriſt 
( and eſpecially from among us) 
ſhould «he whilc, be doing the thing 
that tends evidently toſinkthe whole 
Veſſell , Nor can You eaſily judge 
how much we are grieved that your 


Highneſs ſhould have any ſeeming 


occaſion, to think the generallity of 


the poor Saints of Wales, who were 
once ſo much your joy, ſhould now 


ſo ſadly degenerate, asto have head, 


heart, or hand in this unſeemly Pa- 
er. And chough we ho we 


ſhould have hearts to blefle God for 


You exceedingly, if we might but | 
under You lead a quiet and peace- | 
}ble life in all godlineſs, and honeſty ' 
(as who, having a heart to 1t may | 
nor, an be alſo greatly encouraged | 


from 
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from the Authoricy) which isamer- 
cy would have been valued at an 0- 
ther rate by our Fore-fathers, and 
ſuch as no Nation in the world be- 
ſides, that we hear of, do injoy, Yet 
we cannot reſt there, bur muſt ac- 
knowledge that (which in private 
hath rejoyced our hearts) we ſee 0- 
cher good things upon the wheele : 
Endeavours and waies taken to re- 
move alt oppresſions from the bo- 
| dies of men, alſo godly Governours, 
appointed intoal[ parts to protect the 
welt affeted, and diſcountenancs 
fin and wickedneſs. Taxes leſſened 
| as far(atleaſt) as the ſafery and pre- 
| ſervation 'of the whole could ge 
| way. Godly Proteſtants of For- 
reignparts owned, and ſympathized 
with, in their diſtreſs; D-lignes laid 
1n the moſt probable way for the ex- 
tir pa- 


(8): 

tirpation of Popery,and making fur- 
ther paſſage for the Goſpell, and 
Kingdom of our Lord in the world . 
which the hearts, and ſpirits of the 
Saints, forthis many hundred years 
haye' been engaged on, and yet we 
wonder, Friends,that ſeemed once to 
beof the ſame mind, ſhould take the 
adyantage that was too fadly given 
the Enemy,to paſs ſo hard a ſentence 
upon the works of God, whoſe waies 
are 1n the deep ; not weighing arighe 
what experience might have taughe 
us all ere this, that his uſuall courſe 1s 
to pull down where he intends to 
build, and to make inſtruments baſe 
and vile, that his own arme may be 
conſidered , when he ſhall appear 
with them. And we.humbly. take 
notice,that not onely 1n this caſe men 
that run betore God, in preſcribing 
> ou 
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wales, and times, for the bringing 
forth the mercifull diſpenſattons , he 
hath pomilſed to theſe latter dayes, 
| ſeemtohave a ſpirit to the work in 
their own time and way , but none 
in Gods. And for what remains 
undone of all that was declared, 
prayed, and fought for, we and the 
reſt of our Brethren of this Com- 
mon-wealch,may if we would deale 
faithfully with God, and our ſelves 
juſtly acknowledge, that our grie- 
vous fins, and our fad unparralleld 
abuſe of thoſe manifold mercies al- 


ready received, together with the. 
monſtrous pettiſhneſs, arid too com * 
mon 1ndiſpoſition 1n drvers good - - 


men : to follow God , and to yaild 


cheerfull obedience to bien! 4th & - 
Government, (which donbtleſs is 
of his own workmanllip) 18 the ree 
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all proper. Cauſe. whiy any good: 
things hoped tor, by any man, is fo 
ſadly retarded F ant ndangered, 1t 15 
not.our m{aning to-trace- our Bre- 
thren , 1n all the particulars inſtan- 
ced in that Paper: as the*tmprifonting 


ſome Noblemen, &c. which VVe 


conceive. to bee the millet courſe: 


could betaken, and keep them from 


ruining themſelves , and hazard the 


whole Nation with: them , and we 
wiſh in naming ſuch with the reſpect 
they do, thoughCavileersand Ene- 
mies, dar Brethren, to magnihie the 
oppoſition , do not forget the. ſpirit 
themſelves j were, once; of towards 
them,and all cheir Parcy, nor what 
they urge itouching the continuing 
theArmytogether, with the Taxes, 
Cuſtomes,Exciſe, &c. even as they 
ſay.in, che time. of, Peace , without 
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conſidering by what hands under 
God, that Peace, and all the Mercies 
with it, as 1t was obtained ; 1s to this 
very hour (and as yet cannot with- 
out a Mirracle be otherwiſe) con- 
ceived to us, onely we are ſo farfrom 
undervaluing, that we mult remem- 
ber and own with them the noble 
Principles, that were in ſome of our 
Patriots in the old Parliament, and 
the frequent appearances of God, for 
his Cauſe and People, during their 
ſitting, and yet wonder our brethren 
| ſhouldſoſoon forget their own ſence 
of them in the latter end, how wea- 


ry they were grown of their Go- 
vernment, and how far they were 
then from judging i it to be a diſho- 
nour to God, a ſcandall to Religion, 
or grief to good men, to have a pe- 
riod put to that authority. But we 
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gteatly tear imany- of 6ur dear Bre> 


threntake too too much liberty, to 
cenſure the manifeſt revolutions, and 
actions, that the right hand of God 
hath brought forch amonglt us, and 
toravell into, and put contrary ſen- 
ces on:thole paſlages of Providence, 
whichthemſelves, together with the 
Generation of Saints, had once writ- 
ten EBegyezer upon ,: which God 
in his own time will (we hope-mer-- 
citully convince them of , in the 
mean ſpace as VVe have through 
Grace {ome fellow-feeling with you 
in your burthens, ſo we rejoyce tn 
the goodneſs of God to You, thar 
hath armed You with ſuch.a mea- 
ſure of ſtrength, as in the middeſt of 
trouble, enough from other hands, 
to be able to bear with the nume- 
rous oppaſitions, contradictions,and 

10ftir- 
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{ infirmicies of the weak Saints : ; and 
while the {pirittchatis tnthem(which 
perhaps they knew not) carried 
chemo be pulling down, the VVAall, | 
and Hedge, God hath (ct bow 
them. That You ſhould till con- 
tinue a Protection and Detorice to 
them, and us, and not to be dil- 
couraged 1i the work of Go | under 
Youth ands, and we'trult that he 
provocations and evill of chis late 
Paper {C though it be very greic) 
will not prevaile over that elogious 
Spirit 1n You, buethat Y ou wilkttiil 
in ſome” likeneſs to-Y our Heavenly 
Father, be doitig good for evill, a Tl 
rendering .love and compatſion-for 
perverſnels , and ſo convince ca- 
lumny 1t ff, And Godeven.Y our 

God will be with You in thereit of 
the VV orks he hath given You to 


B 3 do, 


__  +- 

» do, And (after we hope many years 
longer over us) reckon You a- 
mongſt the Over-commers, and 
welcome You into his own Eternall 
Ioy-and Glory , which 1s the Pray- 
er of 


, * Your Highneſs moſt. humble 
Servants,and Sub jedts 11 
the Lord, Cs 
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